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Teacher–led trails: Guidelines for teachers

We have four interactive trails designed to enhance a visit to the Tower of London for KS2 pupils:

Henry VIII at the Tower
The Tudor Tower
Tudor and Elizabethan Prisoners 
The King’s castle
These trails are intended for the use of teachers and accompanying adults working with small groups of pupils.  They include directions, suggestions for things for pupils to look for, think about and imagine as well as some additional information to help answer some questions your pupils may have.  The trails are worded so that they can be read aloud directly to pupils.

Each trail follows a different route within the Tower of London and explores different buildings.  If you have limited time, you may like all groups to complete Henry VIII at the Tower as this includes a visit to the White Tower.  If you are staying longer, you may like to allocate additional trails to different groups, according to their particular interests or abilities.  We highly recommend that you make a pre-visit so that you can decide which trails best meet the learning outcomes for your visit. 

Whether you are completing one or more than one trail, we strongly advise that you draw up a timetable before your visit so that the groups start the trails at staggered times.  The Tower of London is a very busy and popular site and some areas can become very crowded.  We therefore suggest no more than six pupils in each group.  

Please ask all the accompanying adults to try to find an appropriate place for pupils to gather at each stop on the trail, away from other visitors, and to take particular care not to block entrances and exits.  If groups see a Yeoman Warder tour approaching, please ask that they move to a less crowded area.  The staircases within some of the buildings are very steep and narrow so groups will need to be reminded to take particular care with these.  

None of the trails include a visit to the Jewel House but we are sure you will want to allocate a time for each of your groups to visit this.  Tudor and Elizabethan prisoners includes the option for groups to visit the small ‘Torture at the Tower’ exhibition in the Lower Wakefield Tower.  We suggest that you decide whether or not you think this exhibition is appropriate for your pupils and give guidance to the other accompanying adults accordingly.

We hope that you and your pupils have an enjoyable and memorable visit to the Tower of London! 
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