Did you know?

Historic Royal Palaces

o« TOWER OF LONDON

Fact and fiction at the Tower of London
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Presentation Notes
Introduction:

This PowerPoint has been designed to introduce pupils to some of the legends and stories surrounding the Tower.



The Tower of London
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Why was the Tower built?
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This slide is designed to help pupils understand why the tower was built, its various uses and how these uses have determined some of the myths that have grown up around the Tower.  

The White Tower was built by William I to show off his power as the new King of England.  It was turned into a mighty fortress by Henry III and Edward I,  and has only been attacked five or six times since it was first built.  It has been used as a prison, place of torture and execution, a Royal mint, menagerie (zoo) and armoury.  The Tower was built as a fortress and remains one today, its full title being “Her Majesty’s Royal Palace and Fortress the Tower of London”. 



Who are the ‘Beefeaters?
" A Yeoman Warder |
| or ‘Beefeater’ |

1 All Beefeaters must \
have served in the |
British military |

for at least 22 years ll

How do you become
a Beefeater?
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Nobody knows for sure, but
the story goes that many years
ago, they may have
received beef as part
payment for their work as
royal bodyguards /

Why are Yeoman
Warders called
‘Beefeaters’?

What is their

role today? They live and work at

|
I
| the Tower where they give |
: guided tours and perform a :
\ [
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Why are there ravens
at the Tower?

When did the ravens
arrive at the Tower?

No one knows when
the ravens arrived

Why are they at the

Tower? I' There is a legend that
; says that if the ravens
I leave the Tower, then
: the Tower and the

|

kingdom will fall

W -

Can the ravens
fly away?

The ravens’ flight
feathers are trimmed
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One of the common legends of the Tower is about the ravens. No-one knows when the ravens first arrived at the Tower, but legend has it that during the reign of Charles II, the Royal astronomer John Flamsteed complained about the ravens perching and fouling on his telescope. He went to the king and asked for them to removed, but the king
had been told that if the ravens were ever to leave the Tower, then the Tower and the kingdom will fall. 

Ever since then, the ravens’ flight feathers have been trimmed so they won't fly away.  Nowadays, they are a popular tourist attraction , and a special Beefeater called the Ravenmaster is responsible for looking after them!



How do we know that the
Tower was used as a prison?

The evidence:

Traitor’s
Gate
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Although the Tower was used as a prison from its earliest days due to its secure nature, it was never intended as one. As such, there are no cells or dungeons. 
	
The first record of a prisoner being kept here was in 1100. The prisoner’s name was Ranulf Flambard, and as well as being the first prisoner, he was also the first escapee! He escaped using a rope which was smuggled in a barrel of wine. Important prisoners were kept in rooms with furniture and fireplaces – you can see an example in the recreation of Sir Walter Raleigh’s living quarters in the Bloody Tower.

Although conditions for many prisoners were relatively comfortable, if the monarch wanted to put pressure on a prisoner they would withdraw their privileges (such as attendants, visitors and access to books) as in the case of Sir Thomas Moore.


What was it like for
prisoners in the Tower?

Where were the prisoners kept?
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The living conditions of prisoners would have varied according to their status and the crime they had been imprisoned for. Most prisoners at the Tower were high status, important people, either prisoners of war (such as the Duke of Orleans) or political or religious prisoners. Many had argued with the king or queen about religion, or had plotted to seize the throne or overthrow the monarch.

It is estimated that, over the centuries, around 8,000 people have been imprisoned in the Tower.
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Queen Anne Boleyn,
Queen Katherine Howard, Lady
Jane Grey, Thomas Cromwell, Sir

Thomas More, and many other
important people.
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Some prisoners carved their names on the walls – you can see the evidence of this in the Salt Tower and Beauchamp Tower.  Some of the carvings are very intricate and clearly show prisoners’ names and coats of arms. 

The Water Gate was renamed Traitors gate after Tudor times, which is when the Tower acquired its bloody reputation.  During the reign of Henry VIII, 112 people were kept prisoner at the Tower.  

Although the Tower is ‘known’ as a place of torture, in reality only 48 people were known to have been tortured there during its 1000 year history.  Similarly, as a private execution site, only 10 people are recorded as having been executed there. The majority of famous people kept at the Tower and later executed were beheaded on Tower Hill (at the public execution site) or hung at Tyburn (where Marble Arch is today).
	
When Queen Victoria visited the Tower she was reportedly shocked to discover that certain people executed (including Anne Boleyn) had been buried in unmarked graves, and she ordered them to be reburied in the Chapel of St Peter ad Vincula (St Peter in Chains).



Crown Jewels: did you know?

Are the Crown | Yes! The jewels you see on display are
Jewels real? L the real Crown Jewels
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The Crown Jewels are
the most valuable
crowns,
coronation regalia
and royal jewels in

What are the
Crown Jewels?

How heavy

®
-
O
2
m
A
O
L
r
O
Z
O
O
Z

sadered 1e£A0Y O91I0)STH

: the world!
Imperial it ————————
crown? The Imperial crown is

just over 1kg - the
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How many
jewels are there
in the Imperial
crown?
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] There are 2,868 diamonds, 17 sapphires,

1 11 emeralds, 269 pearls, 4 rubies in the
l Imperial crown!
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The Crown Jewels are part of the precious and religious objects used in the English coronation ceremony.  They have been kept in the Tower since the middle ages. 

All nations need leaders.  For thousands of years many countries had monarchs - kings and queens - as their leaders.  Although many countries no longer have a monarchy, we in Britain still do.  In order to recognise the monarch as the sovereign (the leader), coronation ceremonies were used as a public way for everyone to understand the power and responsibilities that were given to the monarch.  Coronation ceremonies involved crowns, swords, sceptres and other symbolic and religious regalia.  This collection of objects, used during many different coronation ceremonies throughout history, are known as the Crown Jewels. Despite popular belief, they are the real thing, albeit mostly created after the restoration of the monarchy.


Summary questions

IWhat did you already know
[ about the Tower?

1 What new information have you
I learnt?
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I What are you looking forward to
: learning more about when you
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