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05 TAPESTRIES

Tapestries were incredibly
fashionable in Tudor times. Each
tapestry you see was woven with
real gold, took around two years
to make and cost the same as a
battleship. At his death Henry
owned over 2000 tapestries; the
largest collection ever recorded in
the world.

If you have time, ask a Palace Host
if they can highlight the gold thread
for you with their torches.

Owners often chose tapestries that
told stories that they identified
with. Many of the tapestries at
Hampton Court tell the bible story
of Abraham and Isaac.

Abraham and his wife Sarah were
childless into old age when God
finally blessed them with a son,
Isaac. However, to prove his faith
in God, Abraham was asked to
kill Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham
obeyed God and prepared his only
son for death. At the last moment
God saved Isaac and, as a reward
for Abraham’s faith, blessed him
with “descendants as numerous as
stars in the sky” who would “take
possession of the cities of their
enemies”.

Why might this story have
significance for Henry VIII?

THE GREAT HALL:

POWER SCORE

PLEASURESCORE 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
0123456782910

The King would use this route to walk from his rooms to the Chapel Royal
on Sundays and Holy days. Members of court would lie in wait along the
corridors hoping to speak to and be seen by the King.

HOLBEIN PORTRAIT

Consider the size of this portrait,

the clothes he is wearing and Henry’s
pose. How would you describe Henry
as shown here?

Over 500 years later, this is still the
most famous image of Henry. It was
painted in 1537 and shared widely.
1536 had seen the Pilgrimage of Grace,
a large rebellion against Henry’s rule,
the execution of Queen Anne Boleyn
and a serious jousting accident that
left Henry unconscious, presumed
dead, for two hours.

FAMILY PORTRAIT

Jane Seymour’ death
following childbirth: 1537

Henry’s marriage to Kateryn
Parr: 1543

Why do you think this was
painted for Henry?

PLEASURE SCORE
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This room takes us much closer to Henry’s private chambers.
Only nobility were allowed through here.

(07 WINDOW SYMBOLS

(06 CEILING SYMBOLS

Look up at the gold ceiling. There are
lots of badges known as roundels on
it. Use the information board and see
if you can recognise the symbols.

The stained glass window was
added in Victorian times but
features many of Henry’s key
symbols, including the lion.

Why do you think Henry chose Why do you think he chose this
to feature these badges? animal as his main symbol?

Where can you see lion
symbols featured today?

As you continue through the
palace see how many lions
you can spot.

Can you spot any clues that
show this window was added
after Henry's reign?

ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK

Look up to find the clock this courtyard

is named after. This demonstrates another
side to Henry - his love of technology and
new discoveries. The clock has many layers
of information.

TIME | DATE | POSITION OF

THE SUN (ZODIAC SIGN) | PHASE
AND SHAPE OF THE MOON |

TIDE HEIGHT (HIGH OR LOW)

The clock makes the same sound that Henry VIII would have heard,

in this palace, hundreds of years ago. If you're here close to the hour listen
out for the chimes and hear what Henry, Anne Boleyn and the rest of the
court would have heard!

“The kinge... would in the night have him (Sir Thomas More) up to his
leads [roof] there to discourse within him the diversities, courses and
motions and operations of the stars and planets...”

08

DOOR TO HENRY'S
PRIVATE CHAMBERS

Can you spot a large wooden
door in the corner?

Henry’s private rooms were through
here. Privacy was the ultimate
luxury- most courtiers would have
slept inside the Great Hall with
hundreds of other people. Noblemen
competed to gain as much access to
and influence over Henry as they
could. Henry had a secret set of
rooms built in the palace to try to

get more space from his courtiers.
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BASE COURT
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Why do you think Henry spent
so much money impressing his
guests this way?
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THE COURTYARDS:

PLEASURE SCORE
012345¢67182910

POWER SCORE
012345¢67182910

PLEASURE
POWER



